IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: 
Michael C. Stolowitz 



Application No.: 
Filed: 



For: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR 
SYNCHRONIZING DATA FROM 
ASYNCHRONOUS DISK DRIVE DATA 
TRANSFERS 



Docket No. 44541/6:2 



Date: April 8, 2004 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



TO THE COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS: 



1. Pursuant to the duty of disclosure, applicant presents for the Examiner's consideration 
the documents listed on the accompanying Form PTO-1449. 

I I Copies of listed documents are enclosed. (37 CFR § 1.98(a)). 

1X1 Copies of listed U.S. patent documents are omitted because this application 
was filed after June 30, 2003 and is, thus, subject to image file wrapper 
processing. Copies of listed foreign patent documents and non-patent 
literature are enclosed. 

I I Copies of the documents listed on sheet(s) of Form PTO-1449 (or 

equivalent) are omitted because (1) they are already of record in U.S. Patent 

Application No. , filed , on which this application 

relies for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. § 120; and (2) any information 

disclosure statement filed in the prosecution of Application No. , 

complies with 37 CFR §§ 1.98(a) through (c). (37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d)) 

2. O The Examiner's attention is directed to the enclosed copy of copending U.S. 

Patent Application No. , filed , for 

, which is cited in this application. 

3. This information disclosure statement is being submitted (check box a., b., or c): 

a. £3 Within three months of the filing date of a national application or entry 
of the national stage in an international application; or before the 
mailing of a first Office action on the merits; or before the mailing of a 
first Office action after the filing of a request for continued 
examination under 37 CFR 1.114. (No statement under 37 CFR 
1.97(e) is required.); or 
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b. L J After the period set forth in paragraph 3a, but before the mailing date 

of either a final action, a notice of allowance, or an action that 
otherwise closes prosecution in the application. (Check box i. or ii.) 

i. CZI A $180.00 information disclosure statement submission fee set 

forth in 37 CFR L17(p) is enclosed, or 

ii. □ A statement specified by 37 CFR 1 .97(e) is set forth below; or 

c. [J After the mailing date of a final action or notice of allowance and on or 

before payment of the issue fee. A statement specified by 37 CFR 
1.97(e) is set forth below. Enclosed is a $180.00 information 
disclosure statement processing fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p). 

If a statement specified by 37 CFR 1 .97(e) is required, the attorney or agent signing 
below hereby states that: 

L| each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement 
was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing 
of the information disclosure statement; or 

[ 1 no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was 
cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification after 
making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the 
information disclosure statement was known to any individual designated in 
37 CFR 1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information 
disclosure statement. 

I I A concise explanation of the relevance of each document not in the English 
language and/or selected documents in the English language is set forth be 

Respectfully submitted, 



NetCell Corp. 



By: 



STOEL RIVES LLP 
900 SW Fifth Avenue, Suite 2600 
Portland, OR 97204-1268 
Telephone: (503) 224-3380 
Facsimile: (503) 220-2480 



Micah D. Stolowitz 
Registration No. 32,758 
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EDN Access; for Design, by Design: "Embedded Systems," January 18, 1996, published on the Internet by 
EDN Magazine at <http://www.e-insite.net/ednmag/archives/1996/01 1896/02prod4.htm>. 
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Sven Schulz, "Elegant Pair Skating," Promise FastTrak, EIDE RAID Adapter, English translation of a German article (also 
submitted herewith) published in C'TMagazin Fur Computer Technik, June 1998, page 116, XP002216756, Hanover 
Germany. 



BA 



5 January 2001 International Search Report for international application number PCT/USOO/26343. 



BB 



Jin, Hai, et al., "Improving Partial Stripe Write Performance in RAID Level 5." Proceedings of the 1998 
Second IEEE International Caracas Conference on Devices, Circuits and Systems, 1998. Pages 396-400. 



BC 



Sahai, Anil K., "Performance Aspects of RAID Architectures." Performance, Computing and Communications 
Conference, 1997. IPCCC 1997. IEEE International. Pages 321-327. 



BD 



Zabback, P., et al., "The RAID Configuration Tool," Third International Conference on High Performance 
Computing, 1996. Pages 55-61. 



BE 



Cheng, A.M.IC, et al., "Improving the I/O Performance of Real-Time Database Systems with Multiple-Disk 

Storage Structures." Proceedings of the 1996 International Conference on Parallel Processing, 1996. Vol. 3., Pages 204-21 1. 



BF 



Feng, Dan, et al., "Performance Analysis of RAID for Different Communication Mechanism Between RAID 
Controller and String Controllers." IEEE Transactions on Magnetics. Vol. 32, No. 5. September 1996. 
Pages 3890-3892. 



BG 



Menon, Jai, et al., "The Architecture of a Fault-Tolerant Cached RAID Controller." Proceedings of the 20th 
Annual International Symposium on Computer Architecture, 1993. Pages 76-86. 
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Specification entitled "PCI IDE Controller Specification" (revision 1 .0, dated 3/4/94) (anonymous). 
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